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Discovering The Joy Of The Spirit-Filled Life

By Don Kimbro

We have a gas-fired furnace in our home. It hasapilot light that

stayson al thetime. The pilot light's very quiet and you'd never know it
was there unless you got down on your kneesto look. It uses very little
energy and puts out asmall flickering flame. The main burner of our
furnace, however, is adifferent matter. When we need some heat in our
house, we turn up the thermostat and WHOOSH — it comes on and on
those cold mornings, are we ever glad!

Christians, I've noticed, are much like our furnace. Some are like the
pilot light and some are like the main burner. Some just go through their
Christian life and flicker and some make aWHOOSH. What makesthe
difference? The apostle Paul saysin Ephesians 5:18-21 that it'sthe Holy
Spirit. So, | pose this question to you dear reader, "Are You a Pilot
Light Christian — Or aWhoosh Christian?' Thereisadifference. A
BIG difference!

¥Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be
filled with the Spirit. ° Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and
spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, % al-
ways giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ. # Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.

Every Christian hasthe Holy Spirit living within them. That was God's promi se through the apostle Peter on the
day of Pentecost (Acts 2:38-39). The apostle Paul repeats thistruth to the Corinthian church (1 Cor. 3:16; 6:19). In
fact, hetellsthe Romansthat if we don't havethe Holy Spirit living within us, we are not Christians (Rom. 8:9-10).

But not every Christianis"filled with the Spirit." If we werefilled with the Spirit al the time, then there would
be no point in God giving us this command in Scripture — and it is acommand. Literally, this phrase saysin the
present tense, "Beyou continually being filled with the Spirit."

Now notice the results of Christians who are "filled with the Spirit." Our speech will include "psalms,” which
are the songs of the Old Testament; "hymns,” which are the scripture songs of the early church and "spiritual
songs,” which are new songs borne and inspired by the Holy Spirit (Psm. 33:3; 40:3; Rev. 14:3). But that's not all.
A spirit-filled Christian will always be " giving thanksto God for everything" and continually be submitting to one
another "out of reverence for Christ." Just imagine for a moment a church full of spirit-filled believers, full of
scripture, full of thanksgiving to Go, full of joy and loving and preferring one another. It could happen. Wow!



How will this happen? How can we be "continually being filled with the Spirit?' How can we be a"whoosh"
Christian? | believe it all has to do with the spiritual gifts. When God gave us the Holy Spirit, He also gave us
spiritual gifts (1 Cor. 7:13; Eph. 4:7-8). The key then to being "spirit-filled" isin using our spiritual gift or giftsthat
God hasgiven us. 1 Peter 4:10 saysit likethis, "Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others,
faithfully administering God'sgraceinitsvariousforms." So God givesusthe Holy Spirit along with spiritual gifts
and tells us to use them to serve others and administer His grace.

Now before we go any further let me share an amazing truth with you. The word for grace in the Greek
language is the word, "charis." The word for "spiritual” gift in the original language is "charisma." The plural of
"charisma" is"charismata." We get the word "charismatic" from that word which is atrandliteration of the Greek
word. Notice the connection with grace. In fact, some trandators of the Bible literally interpret "charismata' as
"gracious gifts’ or "gracelets.”

| asked awise older pastor once, in my own ignorance on the subject, if he had any "charismatics" in hiswell
established traditional church. Hereplied, "Yes, if they're Christians, they'reall charismatics." | wastaken aback but
he was absolutely right. Whether some of us like the term or not, we're all "charismatics' because we all have
spiritual gifts. We are, by definition, acharismatic church.

Now for one more connection. Each one of these words, "charis’ (grace), "charisma* (gift) and "charismata’
(gifts) come from a common root which is"char." Guess what "char" means? It means JOY! God's gifts of grace
bring us JOY. Isn't that ablessing? Praise His holy name!

| believe that Christians should be the most joyful peoplein the whole world because of what Jesus Christ has
donein our behalf. It has always bothered me when so many of them aren't. In my twenty-fiveyearsof ministry, I've
watched Christians come and go in the church. So many cometo servicewith along look on their face. They never
smile. They criticizeand nitpick and create division. They complain about everything. They don't likethemusic, the
worship style, the preaching, the teaching, thefellowship, the color of the carpet, the temperaturein the church, and
onand on and on . . . ad nauseam. Nothing seems to make them happy.

The reason? They are not using their spiritual gifts to serve and administer God's grace to others. How do we
change that? By discovering and using our spiritual gifts— the gracious giftsthat bring joy. | have found that the
happiest, most joyful peoplein God's kingdom, are Christianswho know their spiritual giftsand are using them for
theglory of God. They don't have timeto moan and groan and complain, because they're doing what God has gifted
them to do.

1 Corinthians 12:4-11, 27-28

What arethe spiritual giftsand where do wefind them in Scripture? God has given us several lists, thefirst beingin
1 Corinthians 12:4-11. You can read that passage on your own but here we see nine spiritual giftslisted: wisdom,
knowledge, faith, healing, miraculous powers, prophecy, distinguishing between spirits, speaking in tongues, and
interpretation of tongues. In verses 27-28 of the same chapter, Paul lists four more spiritual gifts not previously
mentioned: apostles, teachers, helps and the gift of administration for atotal of 13.

Romans 12:6-8

In Romans 12:6-8, there is a list of five more gifts. service, encouragement, giving, leadership and mercy.
Imagine five Christians who get together every week to pray and all of these gifts are represented and exercised.
The one with the service gift would recognize unmet needs in the group and take the initiative to provide practical
assistance quickly, cheerfully, and without a need for recognition. The gifted leader would take charge, begin the
meeting and give direction to the othersin the group and get everybody involved. No one would be upset by it.



The encourager would respond to the problems of the others by putting an arm around them and saying, "You
can make it because God loves you and so do |. They would bring out the best in the group. The giver would press
a$50 bill in the palm of someone who was going through afinancial struggle and promise moreif necessary. The
mercy person would weep while praying for others with difficulties, asking God for grace for those who have
strayed. None of them would gossip, criticize or speak down about their church or leaders and each, when leaving,
would look forward to coming together again and to going to church on Sunday asthey looked for opportunitiesto
usetheir giftsonce again.

Ephesians 4:7-13

Two more gifts are in this passage that have not already been mentioned, evangelists and pastors. We are all
called to share our faith with others, but there are those who are gifted to preach the gospel clearly to the multi-
tudes. Pastor literally means, "shepherd.” It'saspiritual gift. Men make terrible pastors who have not been gifted.
They may have other gifts but if they aren't gifted by God in that area, they will be miserable, ineffective and
frustrated — and so will the sheep.

1 Peter 4:9-10

The gift of hospitality is presented in this passage. Someone with this gift has the ability to make others,
especially strangers, feel warmly welcomed, accepted and comfortable in the church. Now we havelisted 21 spiri-
tual gifts.

Other Possibilities

But that'snot all. There are the spiritual giftsof missions (1 Cor. 9:19-23; Acts 13:2-3), celibacy (1 Cor. 7.7-8;
Mt. 19:10-12), intercessory prayer (Jas. 5:14-16), exorcism (Mt. 12:22-32; Lk. 10:12-20), discernment (1 Jn. 4:1-
6), martyrdom (1 Cor. 13:3; Rev. 20:4), | don't want that one, and voluntary poverty (1 Cor. 13:1-3) mine'sinvol-
untary! That makes 28. But again, that's still not all. There's the gift of craftsmanship (Exo. 31:3-11) and music
(Psm. 150). That makes 30 — and that's probably not all of them.

Doyou really want to change your spiritual lifeby discovering thejoy of the Spirit-filled life? You can experi-
encetheglow of the Christian life and thetasty, ripe and deliciousfruit of the Holy Spirit. Just do as God commands
you to do — "Befilled with the Spirit." All we haveto doisask (Lk. 11:9-13). If your pilot light's still on and you
let God turn up the heat — you'll become a WHOOSH Christian! Won't that be a nice change? You might even do
alittle dance!
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