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Islam in America
Sowing Seeds of Terrorism?
By Don Kimbro

Thecaller onthe other end of theline got my attention — and fast! Hisvoice was ominous as he spokein broken
English: “Allahisonly onewho brings us each day. You infidels. Maybe | should bomb you.” Thefact that it was
arecorded message and several hours old made me even more un-
easy. It took me a couple of minutesto determine what set this guy
off against our church — a church with a Day Care facility of 160
children — then | remembered the words placed on the outdoor
sign on the corner of our property just the day before:

THISDAY BROUGHT
TOYOU BY JESUS

We called the FBI.

Weall know what happened in New York City and Washington,
D.C., on September 11, 2001. However, the one-way conversation
| had that day happened over six months prior to that infamous event.
Obvioudly, the seeds of hate for the Christian message and the name
of Jesus had aready been sown in at least one man’s heart. Was this an isolated example, represented by the dark
sdeof Idam extremism? Or amisguided “ fundamentalist” Mudlim perhaps? Or doesit represent areligiousworldview
that Franklin Graham recently described as, “avery evil and avery wicked religion.”

Like many Christians, pastors and teachers prior to 9/11, | had avery limited and cursory understanding of the
tenets of thereligion of Iam and its Muslim followers. It wasn't athreat to me because it was thousands of miles
away in a place often referred to as the 10/40 Window, that area of our earth that extends from 10 degrees to 40
degrees north of the equator, and stretches from North Africaacrossto China. It containsthe largest population of
non-Christiansin theworld. The popular religionsthere are |slam, Hindu and Buddhism. Of these, |slamisthe most
prolific— and the most militant.

The Koran was also just as mysteriousto me asits author Muhammad, who apparently was so illiterate that he
couldn’t write hisown record of hisalleged revelationsfrom agod he called Allah, but dictated them to contempo-
raries who compiled them decades after his death.?

Within a month of the beginning of America’'s war on terrorism, our church did what many others did. We
offered aninstructional classto our church membersand general public, in an attempt to inform them of what Islam
wasall about: it'sorigins, beliefsand practices. We experienced an unusually large turnout, including five Muslims
(who saw our corner sign) along with their local Imam, from the regional 1slamic Center. The meeting was cordial



until the end, when one of the Muslim ladies, who all appeared without their traditional head coverings became
incensed, disputing our presentation and loudly claiming that it was Americanswho flew the planesinto the World
Trade Center twin towers and into the Pentagon, not Muslim terrorists. A state of denial or extremist fanaticism?

Since the attack, Islam elements in America have been conducting massive public relations campaignsin an
attempt to present the religion as one of peace. Many Christians, in the name of tolerance and seeking understanding
have apparently bought into it — even the more conservative evangelical traditions. At a recent forum held at
Milligan College in Tennessee, for example, professors hosted a forum “to dispel popular misconceptions about
Islam and to * open adial ogue between Christiansand Muslims.”” They invited the president of the Islamic Center of
Northeast Tennessee, Taneem Aziz, who opened the forum by declaring “I think it is best to start by saying that
Christiansand Jewsand Musimsall worship thesame God . . .” aposition that most evangelicalsfind abhorrent and
one which was apparently not challenged or addressed by the forum hosts. In his attempt to soften the vitriolic
nature of theKoran, Aziz said, “1f you read one verse of the Koran, and it saysto kill theunbelievers, the next verse
will say to accept peaceif it isoffered to you,” aclaim which oneis hard pressed to find in that order, anywherein
the Koran.?

Islamisthefastest growing religionintheworld. It isalso areligion of salvation by works. Good worksinclude
reciting the Shahadain Arabic, “thereisno god but Allah and Muhammad is his prophet”; praying fivetimesdaily
(inArabic); giving alms; fasting for 30 days during the month of Ramadan and making apilgrimageto their holy city
of Mecca, Saudi Arabia, once in alifetime. Keeping these five pillars insures a Muslim’s entrance into eternal
Paradise, which isasensual garden full of pleasures, especially for men.*

More disturbingly, however, is the addition to the major teaching of Islam of Jihad, or “Holy War,” which
prescribes subduing your enemies, anyway possible. The K oran commands Muslimsto fight non-Muslimsuntil they
exterminate all other religions, leaving Islam as the one and only religion in the world (Sura* 2:193; 8:39).°> The
Koranisalso “filled with elaborate instructions on the conduct of war, the methods of executing theinfidels, and the
rewards that will accrue to those martyred in aholy war.”® A martyr is promised an automatic entry into Paradise
when death comes while fighting for Allah (Sura 3:157).” Al-Ghazzaili, one of Islam’s greatest teachers says that
when amartyr reaches this Paradise, he “will marry 500 companions, 4,000 virgins, and 8,000 divorced women.”®

No wonder young boys (and now young girls) are brainwashed into becoming human bombs in the name of
Jihad, and with deliberate premeditation, strap explosives to their bodies, and blow themselves up in crowded
marketplaces, restaurants and bussesto kill as many Christians and Jews as possible.

IsIslam areligion of peace? Not historically. From its beginningsit has been committed to Jihad. The duty of
every Muslimisto subjugate or destroy unbelieverswhomthey call “infidels.” Islam’s past and present are tattered
with bloody events of conquest ever since its beginnings under Mohammad — fueled through histeachingsin the
Koran. Upon his death in 622 A.D. his followers took up the sword and advanced Islam by military might, a
campaign which continuesto this day in many nations of the world.®

Afghanistan gave usan upfront and horrifying look at thisbrutal side of ISsam— but it isby no meansanisolated
example. Wherever Muslims are in the minority, there is a campaign of terrorism to gain control (Israel, India,
Philippines, Sudan, Egypt). Wherever they gain the majority, |slam regulates every aspect of lifeincluding religion,
politics and culture (Saudi Arabia, Iran, Irag, Indonesia, Northern Nigeria). All Islamic countries are ruled by
dictators, and civil liberties, like freedom of speech and religion, do not exist. Failure of anyoneto obey the laws of
Islam resultsin torture and summary execution. In Riyadh, the capital city of the*moderate” 1slamic nation of Saudi
Arabia, every Friday evening after prayer aswordsman appearsto behead, or cut off the hands or feet of blindfolded
criminalsintheinfamous* Chop-chop Square.” *°

Although many Muslims, especially intheU.S., may say they deplore atrocities committed in the name of Islam,
they cannot deny that the Koran actually commands true followers to do violence in the name of Allah. Islam
cannot coexist — it commandsits followers to dominate.



Christianity and Islam are, without a doubt, two worldviews in conflict, holding no core beliefs in common.
Islam deniesthe Trinity (Sura4:171); Jesus as the Son of God (Sura 112:2-3); hisdeity (Sura9:31), and his death,
burial and resurrection (Sura 4:157-58). Christians and Muslims do not worship the same God.

Should we expect extremist Muslimsto behave any differently in Americaastheir brothersin faith do in other
parts of the world? To the extent that they are in the minority in our country, we can expect increased terrorism —
asthat is and has been their pattern throughout the world.

What is the appropriate response for Christians toward those who advocate the tenets of such a diabolical
religion? Was President Bush correct when he said, “ Our war isnot against 1slam, our war isagainst terrorism.” ?1s
Islam, as our President also stated, “ One of the great religionsin theworld”? The Christian responseto Islam isthat
it isafalse religion that worships a false god through a false prophet and is areligion which is intent on world
domination. Our response to its individual followers, however, should be the same as our response to any other
group of people— onethat demonstratesthelove of Christ and not hatred. Jesustold hisfollowersto love and pray
for their enemies and to do good things for them (Mt. 5:44, LK. 6:27) — and to put away the sword (Mt. 26:52).

Many believe that the looming conflict between Islam and Christianity in America presents an unprecedented
opportunity for evangelism. Muslims have a desperate need to know of the one true God who loves them and who
has paid the penalty for their sinsthrough Jesus Christ. They need to understand that they have a choice in matters
of faith and practice, especialy in America, and that the claimsof ISam arefalse. For over ten years now evangelical
Christians have been praying for the various unreached people groupsin the 10/40 Window. Christiansin America
are now more knowledgeable of Muslim beliefs than ever before. Perhaps by making us so much more aware of
who, what and where they are — God has granted us that opportunity to reach the followers of Islam right in our
communities, with the saving gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Our church had itsfirst Muslim convert just three months ago. She walked in the door one day and asked one of
our pastorsto tell her about Jesus. One month later she was baptized and is now being discipled in her new faith.
Sheisalso bringing other Muslimsto church, buying them dual language bibles and has even been communicating
the gospel to arelative by telephone in her native country.

Now that the church’signorance of Ilam isgone, we must seize thismoment in history to reach themfor Christ.
We may not be ableto prevent terrorism from theradical elementsof |slam who are aready in Americabut perhaps
we can prevent a Muslim from ever becoming aterrorist, through the love of Christ. Certainly no other religious
group needs him more.
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