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Sermon Notes

The Hallowed Halls Of Justice
Luke 18:1-8

| sat at the plaintiff's table with two very capable attor-
neys from the American Center for Law and Justicein the
courtroom of the Honorable Chief U.S. District Judge, John
E. Conway. The atmosphere was intimidating. This was
Federal Court. Legal counsel representing the City of Al-
buquerque, sat stiffly on the other side of the room await-
ing thejudge's entry. Curious onl ookers, made up of senior
citizens, several church separatist groups including the
ACLU, some local pastors and various media types were
sprinkled throughout the spectator section.

We had been in the courtroom all morning presenting le-
gal arguments, taken an hour break and were waiting for
the judge's ruling that could make history of sorts by set-
ting alegal precedent. Did the City of Albugquerque have
theright to deny accessto Christian groupswanting to teach
the Biblein their Senior Centers, or werethey in violation
of the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution, which
guarantees freedom of speech to al citizens, including
churches?

Thiswas not my first encounter with Judge Conway, al-
though the first onein acourt setting. Only six months be-
fore this hearing, my church and | had bombarded Judge
Conway's office with several hundred Christmas cards, in
protest of unfavorable rulings he had madein cancelling a
Christmasplay in an Alamogordo elementary school and a
Christmas concert in an Albuquerque High School. The
judge had proved himself to be antagonistic toward Chris-
tianity.

In 1994, | had sued the City of Albuquerquefor theright
to show the Jesus film on the life of Christ and to give out
free Bibles at one of their taxpayer supported Senior Cen-
ters. The city had refused to allow usthat privilege, citing
separation of church and state. In my view, justicedictated
that Christian groups be given the samerights as any other
group to present their worldview.

Judge Conway entered the room at the well known, "All

rise," announcement fromthebailiff. | wasnervous. Would
wewin?Would justice prevail ? Well, not on that day. The
judge ruled for my adversaries and a black cloud of disap-
pointment permeated our side of the room. We had | ost.

Thegloating city attorneys patted each other on the back
as| silently left the courtroom. God, whereareyouinall of
this? lsn't our cause ajust one? Haven't we been praying?
What do we do now? Areyou goingtolet aninimical judge
prevent others, from elementary kidsto senior citizens, from
hearing about the saving grace of your son? As | drove
home, feeling sorry for myself, one thought kept continu-
aly entering my mind — just keep praying. | felt like God
was saying to me, "it'snot over yet!"

Jesus taught us how to pray (Mt. 6:5-13; Lk. 11:2-13),
but in this parable from Luke on prayer, hetellsuswhy we
should continue to pray and not give up — even when it
appears that we may have lost our case. | would learn this
lesson well over the next year.

Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them
that they should always pray and not give up.

The NAS Bible says that we "at all times ought to pray
and not to lose heart.” The KJV usesthe phrase, "that men
ought always to pray and not faint." Literally, the word
means not to giveinto evil, to turn coward, to lose heart or
to behave badly. It's the ultimate expression for a quitter.

?He said: " In a certain town there was a judge who nei-
ther feared God nor cared about men."

Jewswho had complaintswith one another, took them to
the village elderswho made rulings and resolved conflicts
according to the Scriptures. This judge in Jesus parable
was apparently not aJew but amagistrate appointed by the
Roman government. Thesejudgeswere notoriousfor their
corruption and truejustice was nonexistent. Favorable judg-
mentswere purchased through bribery and extortion. Their



position was one of political power and influence.

3And therewas a widow in that town who kept coming to
him with the plea, 'Grant me justice against my adver-
sary.'

We don't know what her complaint was or with whom.
We do know that she expected that thisjudge could do some-
thing about it because of hisoffice. Widows have aspecial
place of protection throughout the Scriptures because of
their vulnerability. Most were very poor, with little means
of support outside of what care they would receive from
their families. Widows are often linked with orphans be-
cause of their dependence on others for caregiving (Isa
1:17; Jere. 22:3). James puts it very strong terms in the
New Testament, "Religion that God our Father accepts as
pure and faultlessisthis: tolook after orphansand widows
intheir distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by
theworld" (Jas. 1:27).

4For sometime herefused. But finally he said to himself,
'Even though | don't fear God or care about men, Syet
because this widow keeps bothering me, | will see that
she getsjustice, sothat shewon't eventually wear me out
with her coming!"

This widow probably didn't have any money to pay the
judge for a favorable ruling — but she did have persis-
tence. She didn't give up. | imagine she showed up every
time this arrogant judge held court. She probably stood in
the background and wailed — something Jewish ladieswere
good at (Est. 4:1-3; MKk. 5:38). It worked and the judge
gavein. Thefear of thejudge wasthat she would "eventu-
ally wear me out." Literally, the word here means, "give
me ablack eye." Whether thisisto be understood literally
or figuratively, it worked — and the judge vindicated her.

We must remember at this point, that this story is an il-
lustration that our Lord uses to enhance a spiritual truth.
Thisisaparableof contrast. Thejudge hereisnot intended
to portray God in any way, in fact heis at the farthest end
of the spectrum from God. He is unjust, unrighteous and
ungodly. He does represent, however, ajudiciary who do
not honor God in their decisions and position of authority.
It showsthelack of integrity and subrogation of the power-
ful toward thelessfortunate in society who have no money
or influence — and who may have no advocate in their
behalf. Unfortunately, we seethisin our society all thetime.
Now for the other end of the spectrum.

SAndtheLordsaid, " Listen to what theunjust judge says.
"Andwill not God bring about justicefor hischosen ones,
who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting
them off?

If an unjust, selfish judge will seethat justiceisdonein
response to persistent requests, how much more will the
our righteous and holy God bring justice to his own be-
loved people who pray constantly for relief.

8 tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly.
However, when the Son of Man comes, will hefind faith
on the earth?

The word "justice” is used four times in this parable.
Other trandationsusethewords, "avenge'" and "vindicate."
It means to bring out our rights so that the accusation of
our adversary may not stand against us. It'sacry to God to
defend our cause because we can't defend it for ourselves.
God promisesto do so asaresult of our continual prayers
andtodo so"quickly." Doesthat mean today or tomorrow?
Or next year? Inten years? That's up to God, but when his
justice comes— and it will come— it will be sudden and
unexpected but right on time.

As Christians, we must remember that our adversary, or
accuser is ultimately the devil and not people. Revelation
tells us that he is one who accuses God's people day and
night — because heknowshistimeisshort and heis"filled
with fury" against our Lord (Rev. 12:10-12). The challenge
that Jesusissues each of usat theend of thisparableis, will
we continue to be trusting in Christ's redeeming work and
justice when he comesto take us home?

The day of my apparent defeat before ajudge "who nei-
ther feared God nor cared about men," shook my faith
because| thought our causewas so just. But God impressed
on meto keep praying and | and my church and other con-
cerned Christians did. Two weeks after Judge Conway's
ruling an appeal was filed with the 10th Circuit Court of
Appealsin Denver. In May of 1996, almost two full years
after my original complaint, the Appeals Court overturned
the judge's decision by a unanimous vote of 4-0.

Even an emergency appeal by thecity to the United States
Supreme Court wasto no avail. In alandmark decision on
October 16, 1996, a ruling was handed down that every
Senior Center in Albuquerque and in all seven states cov-
ered by the 10th Circuit must open their doorsto the gospel
message of Jesus Christ without hindrance from that day
forward. In addition, the case set afavorabl e precedent for
therest of our nation in similar cases.

Do you have just causes that you have laid before the
throne of Christ? Are you still praying for them? Do you
dtill believe that he will bring justice in a way that will
bring glory and honor to him? God's hallowed halls of jus-
tice are lined with the faithful prayers of his people. Are
you one of them? Maranatha. 2/10/02
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